
    
Using chainsaws, wood chippers and other machinery to clear 
debris in the wake of Friday’s powerful winds? Remember - 
wear personal protective equipment to protect your eyes and 
hearing, and always follow safe procedures when operating 
hand-held tools and industrial machinery! 

KYSAFE urges employers and employees to be aware of the 
dangers associated with equipment used to clean-up 
damaged building structures, fences, fallen trees and limbs, 
and other debris that has been thrown out-of-place due to 
high-powered winds. Many times, the equipment used for this 
includes chainsaws, wood chippers, dozers, loaders, etc.  Each 
type of power tool or machinery may have its own type of 
safety hazards. However, some hazards are common among 
most of them including: high noise levels, moving parts and 
flying debris. Also be aware of the surrounding area that could 
be on unstable ground/soil or could be located near live 
electrical lines.  

The first steps in controlling these hazards are choosing the 
right equipment for the job needed, ensuring the equipment 
is maintained in proper working order and the operator is 
knowledgeable in using the equipment safely.  

The next steps would include employees wearing personal 
protective equipment such as: 

• Ear plugs and/or ear muffs to protect employees 
from hearing loss due to loud noise. 

• Safety glasses or goggles to protect employees’ 
eyes from damage or eye loss due to flying objects. 

• Steel-toe boots to protect employee’s toes from 
injury due to falling objects. 

• Hard hats to protect employee’s head from injury 
due to falling objects.  

• Leg protection (chaps) must be worn to protect 
employees using chainsaws. 

For more information visit: 

Solutions for Tree Care Hazards (osha.gov) 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3
940.pdf 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/chains
aws.pdf 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/chains
aws-factsheet-sp.pdf 

KYSAFE has several training videos and webinars on personal 
protective equipment, hearing protection, hand and power 
tool safety, electrical safety, Fall protection, and many others. 

eTraining - KYSafe Training 

https://kysafe.ky.gov/programs/training/Pages/etrain.aspx
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